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Questions Behind the Research Problem
Or How to Stand on the Shoulders of Giants

Research is a dialogue in which each published paper builds on past knowledge.  For example, one obvious way to enter the dialogue would be to find a substantive contradiction in previous work.  In such a case, you would find an error in fact, have new facts that either qualify or replace old ones, or find a mistake in reasoning and from the same facts come to a different conclusion.  But researchers often find other kinds of contradictions, or unmet needs, as well.  

Below are some questions or statements that may help you see these unmet needs, and how your paper can be part of the larger research dialogue.  The questions or statements are designed as options to help show how past knowledge motivates research.  A good paper generally can be summarized by such a question or statement.  But this list is just a beginning.  Feel free to add to and modify these questions to suit your particular research and audience.
Although much is known about X, little has been published about Y.

While most readers of _________ have said ________, a close and careful reading shows that________________.

My paper will address the following question: _______________________

It will fill the following gap in the literature: ________________________

Although it is often said that __________, I claim __________.

I agree with X that _____________, and would add_________________.

Group X shows that _______________, and I have mixed feelings about it.  On one hand,__________.  On the other hand _____________.

Debates over _____________ tend to dominate discussions of ____________, but these debates obscure the more important issue of ________________

I used to think ____________.  Now, after ____________, I have come to see ______________.
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